
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Woodwinds Council of Co-Owners 
Condominium Association 

Reston, Virginia 
 

Landscape Committee Report 
Grass ReseedingRecommendation 

May 2007 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. GRASS RESEEDING RECOMMENDATION 
During the April inspection of the common property, the Landscape Committee identified several areas 
within the community that have little or no grass where there used to be grass (see attached maps).  
The committee recommends to the Board that a grass reseeding project be undertaken in lieu of Flower 
Day this year in all areas of the common property where grass has existed historically. 

The purpose of this recommendation is to restore the grass to beautify the common property and also 
slow down the erosion of soil during heavy rains. 

This activity complies with Reston Association’s (RA) efforts to ensure that clusters and condos are 
addressing erosion issues on their properties that have an adverse impact on RA property. 

The following details are provided in support of this recommendation: 

1.1. SEED 
The Virginia Cooperative extension that works with Va. Tech and Virginia State University in 
Environmental Horticulture advises to purchase "Certified Seed."  It is a guarantee from the seller 
that we will be getting the variety of seed on the label. It is generally available in 50 lb. bags or 
larger.  Mixtures or blends of three or four Kentucky bluegrass varieties are recommended in 
Virginia since they are more likely to provide good quality turf over a wide range of management 
situations. The emphasis should be placed on favorable growing conditions such as, 6 or 8 inches of 
soil that allows for good root growth, by supplying adequate water and nutrients. Soil pH of 
approximately 6.2, adequate moisture (1 inch or more water per week),  Maintaining a pH near 6.2 
is important for tall fescue and Kentucky bluegrass. Research evidence suggests that the fine 
fescues do better at a pH of 5.5., so it will depend on the mixture, and of course we will need to 
have the soil properly prepared and enriched. 
Trees that develop a shallow, fibrous root system, such as sugar maple, are extremely competitive 
with turfgrass for moisture. In addition, research has demonstrated that certain trees like the silver 
maple excrete toxic substances that have a negative influence on Kentucky bluegrass growth. Trees 
with heavy shading potential in the form of many large leaves and thick branches, such as some 
oaks, maples and sweetgums, create a poor environment for turfgrass. Trees, such as honey locust, 
that have a lower crown density, (that is, more of an open canopy) allow more light to reach to the 
grass. 

1.2. SOD 

Some areas may do better with sod, as in the long run, the cost may be less if previous efforts at 
seeding haven't worked, and we wouldn't necessarily need to do that in all places. 

1.3. PROTECTING SEEDED AREAS 
Protecting seeded areas can be achieved by fencing off these areas.  The Landscaping Committee 
recommends using wooden stakes and visible tape.  The temporary fencing would be used 
uniformly around the Woodwinds property with the approval of the Covenants Committee. 

The Virginia Coop also suggests raising the mowing height.  Increased mowing height induces 
larger root systems and healthier plants. 



 

1.4. COST 
TBD. 

1.5. OTHER CONSIDERATION 
Blade Runners is currently under contract to provide Woodwinds with 5 reseedings per year.  The 
Board would have to coordinate this reseeding project with Blade Runners and determine whether 
Woodwinds would be entitled to a refund of this portion of the contract expense. 

 

 






